Source of material n-Butyllithium (50 ml, 2.5 Μ solution in hexanes, 125 mmol) was added dropwise over 15 minutes to a solution of 3-(2-bromophenyl)sydnone (14.5 g, 60.15 mmol) in dry THF (250 ml) at 195 K, under an atmosphere of nitrogen, and then stirred for a further 30 minutes. Sulfur (5 g, 156 mmol) was then added in one portion and stirring continued. After ca 5 minutes, the cooling bath was removed and the reaction mixture was allowed to stir for a further 1 hour and then quenched with saturated aqueous NH4CI solution (100 ml). The resulting reaction mixture was diluted with water (100 ml) and extracted with ethyl acetate (200 ml). The organic extracts were then washed with water (150 ml) and brine (150 ml) and then dried (MgSO-t) and concentrated to dryness. The crude product was purified by chromatography on silica (dichloromethane elution) and then triturated with hexanes to afford l-amino-2-thionebenzothiazole (4.2 g, 38%). Recrystallization (acetone/petrol) provided an analytical sample as colourless needles (mp. 396.7 Κ -398.5 Κ). 'Η NMR (CDCI3) δ: 5.0, br s, 2H; 7.2-7.6, m 4H.
Source of material n-Butyllithium (50 ml, 2.5 Μ solution in hexanes, 125 mmol) was added dropwise over 15 minutes to a solution of 3-(2-bromophenyl)sydnone (14.5 g, 60.15 mmol) in dry THF (250 ml) at 195 K, under an atmosphere of nitrogen, and then stirred for a further 30 minutes. Sulfur (5 g, 156 mmol) was then added in one portion and stirring continued. After ca 5 minutes, the cooling bath was removed and the reaction mixture was allowed to stir for a further 1 hour and then quenched with saturated aqueous NH4CI solution (100 ml). The resulting reaction mixture was diluted with water (100 ml) and extracted with ethyl acetate (200 ml). The organic extracts were then washed with water (150 ml) and brine (150 ml) and then dried (MgSO-t) and concentrated to dryness. The crude product was purified by chromatography on silica (dichloromethane elution) and then triturated with hexanes to afford l-amino-2-thionebenzothiazole (4.2 g, 38%). Recrystallization (acetone/petrol) provided an analytical sample as colourless needles (mp. 396.7 Κ -398.5 Κ). 'Η NMR (CDCI3) δ: 5.0, br s, 2H; 7.2-7.6, m 4H. There is no evidence for classical Η bonds in the structure nor is there any extensive π-π stacking [5] . The most significant intermolecular interaction occurs between the Nl'-Hlb atoms and a symmetry related C4-C9 ring such that the distance between Η lb and the ring centroid of C4'-C9' is 2.72 A and the angle Nl'-Hlb·-ring centroid is 135°; symmetry operation i: 1-jc, -y, l-z. The Η la atom is positioned so as to lie near a translationally related CS2 group with the shortest distance being <f(Hla-S2") of 3.03 A; symmetry operation ii: 1+x, y, z. 
